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With admiration and respect we, the 

men of Company 47 dedicate this 

Year Book to 1 t Lt. C. A. Brown, 

Inf-Res. 
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Headquarters Company 847 
CAMP NP-4-A 

Ci vilian Conservation Corps 

HISTORICAL REPORT 

Po 's ibly no other camp in 8th Corps a rea 0 1' perhaps in the UniteJ 
States, has had a more interesting hi story than Co mpan y 847, Grand 
Canyon, Arizona, 

The boys in this company were installed in Camp Bullis , Texas, May 
22, 1933. The commanding officer was Captain Coulter, prominent polo 
player of t hat army post. Mr. Wh ite was named pro.iect superintendent , 
Th e company was moved to II'hat is now Alpine, Arizona, in to the middle 
of a forest with no settlement 'taked off or any available shelter or means 
of providing fo r itself a livelihood , 

The project of thi s first camp was mostly road work. Before t he boys 
co uld eit her sleep 01' eat, it was necessa l'y fo r them to f irst establi sh 
themselves in th is dense forest. They moved f rom Rail-head to the camp 
s ite by two t ruck, an old . S. A. a rm y t ruck and a model 'A' Ford t l"Ll ck. 
Capta in Coulter. aid, "Boys, thi is you r new home." The entire night was 
::;pE' nt etting up stoves, getting r eady for t he fi rst meal in thi s camp site, 

Th e company spent five month s building road necessa ry for the 
tra n po rt ing of food stuffs in to the camp. Th ey were then t ransferred to 
Alma, Nell' Mexico. Major Ker tchner was then placed in charge and MI'. 
Hardaway was th e project superintendent. 

E rosion, fence building, road making, were t he main p rojects . Thi s 
s ite was a most interesting one, situated at the foot of Mogollon Moun tain. 
Many Indian graves II'e re to be found in t hi vicin ty, as the camp was 
s ituated on an old histo ric battle fie ld. Much of t he boys' leis llre t ime was 
"p nt in finding arrow-heads, old Indian pottery, and skeletons. However, 
the digging of Indian graves was prohibited by the a rcheological soc iety 
of t he Uni ted States. An old settl er in that vici nHy took a great deal of 
interest in the boys a nd spent much of hi time in camp, relating stories of 
A merican a nd I nd ian conflicts in that locali ty . 

Th e compan y wa ' at Alma for eight month and went f rom there to 
Gi llette, Wyoming, in May, 1931\ . Lieutenant Ambler was in charge and 
MI'. Printice was project superin tendent. 

Th e camp \\'as s ituated in t he public domain and its only project was 
f ighting coa l mine f ires and was the only camp then and since to be detailed 
to uch duty. Many interesting events happened during t hi s type of du ty . 

Th e coal mine which were on fi re were the open pit type mine, s it
uated along the .. ides 01' t he mountain ra nges . All f ires in t his area were 
completely extingu ished, with the exception of one la rge f ire which pen-
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etrated deeply into the mountain-s ide. However this fire was cut down 
to such an extent that no further spreading cou ld be pos ible. 

Th e means of fighting these coal fires consis ted of ca lTying out in 
metal containers and cal'S t he burn ing 'ubstance itself, and dumping it 
into the open wh ere it could be watched un t il completely burned. This, o f 
course, was a I'ery dangerous ta k, but t here were no casua lties reco rded 
on th e project. 

In October, 1934, Company 47 mOI'ed to its present home in Grand 
Canyon, Arizona. At first, it II'as under the co mmand of Lieutenant I-I ill . 
The next in com mand was Lieutenant Boutz, and its pre ent command ing 
officer is Lieutenant Brown. Superint nd ent McGavic, and present su
perintendent J ames, hal'e been in charge of the projects at Grand Canyo n. 

Th e most utstanding service. out ide of huma ne and publi c I\"elfa re. 
has been th e insect pest cont rol in th e f re~t su rrounding the Grand 
Canyon Area. Many I'e ry inter ~ti ng ta les can be related about ad
venturous t ri p in to thi. lI'orld 's greate t ~ce nic wond er. 

Next in importance i. the splendid t.l·pe of lI'ork in telephone line con
s truction, lI'hi ch i very diffi ~ ul t under the prel'ailing ph.v~iograp hic con
ditons . Lines mu t be bui lt over rough moun ta in areas, th rough dense 
fo rests, and dOlm cliffs mea uring hundreds of feet. Such a task requires 
men with nerves of steel and leyel heads. in orde r that the wi re may he 
strung f rom th se height. to t he ledges beloll', co ntinuing into th e depths 
of th e Canyon. Such a project is not the as ie t type for amateur te le
phone con t ru ctor. Rega rdl of th e haza rd s, these lines have been 
put through with th greate. t prec ision to be found in any locali ty . 

Many touri sts can be thankfu l to Compan ~' 847 and th e Civ ili an Con
servation Corps fo r t he ir a[ely in being carri ed from t he Canyon's depth s 
to th e rim. All up a nd dOIl'll the mule t rai ls, from the Canyon's rim to lh e 
Colo rado Ri ve r 's edge, can be found tra il - ide shelte rs, and safety pre
cauti on bui lt by the boy of 847 fo r the sa fety, welfa re, and co nveni ence 
of th e lI'eary traveler, while making the l ri p to and from the Colorado 
River. 

In the lI"i nter t ime, the weather in thi s porti on of the niled States 
becomes quite severe a nd volun teers f rom the ~om pan 'y a re call ed upon 
for aid in clearing away the snoll' and ice f rom th e tra il s and path s a rou nd 
the touris ts' camps a nd lodges . Thi s is a volu nta ry se rvice and nev r yel 
have the boy of 847 refused thei r serv ices. 

Forest fires and local f ires in the Grand Canyo n villag also are well 
handled by a strictly I'olun ta ry se n ·ice. 

In spite of the adverse co nditions under whi ch t hi s co mpa ny had to 
s truggl e for existence during its numerous moves a nd unfavora ble op
portunties, 847 has atta ined a respectable position in Phoenix district and 
8th Corps area camp a' a lI·hole. 
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