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This bulletin is issucd monthly for the purposc f giving infermation to
those intcrested in the natural history and scientific features of the Grand
Canyon Noticnal Pork. Additicnal copies of these bulletins may be cbtzined
free of charge by th-se whc can make use of them, by addressing the Superin-
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TAVE DEER HERD STARTED AT GRAND CANYON

Who would nct prefer a deer that exts frem your hand, trails after you
¢vineing unbounded joy at y ur ccmpani-nship, and finally locks upon you as
his big brother protectr, tu a pet cat or dog? Since the recent arrival of
ten pet fawns - such is the spini-n cf several happy children living in Grand
Cany-n Naticnal Park.

Ordinary pets are deanied the children living in our Naticnal Parks. Cats
and dogs have been drmesticated for untcld generatiuns but there still exists
in the ncrmal individual & desire for the flesh of his -wn kill. Knowledg£?
cf this innate tendenoy necessitnated the rule barring dogs and cats from wild
lifs sanctuzrics. In o meosure the lack of pets is offset by the inercasing
ccnfidence placed in man by the furred =nd feathered creatures cf uvur parkse.

A majerity of the residents prcvide drinking and feeding places for birds,

wirrels, and chipmunks. Especizlly during the winter, when hunger p .58
seize them, is it a comm.n sight ts sec the squirrels and birds return d.ily
for their "hanl-cuts," taking f£..d with diminishing feor from out-stretched
hands. Vith the c¢-ming -f spring,h.wever, natural f-od becimes more plentiful..
several spscies -f birds migrate to their nesting places, and even the
squirrels show less of an inclinzticn t. become wards of lceal residen’gs.
Distributisn of fawns upen their arrival, cBpeeially ameng rusidents with
children, has now adequately sclved the preblem ~f pets.

Dear of the X=ibab Plateau serve as & park attraction Sec‘cnd fnlyft:hthe
Grand Cany-.n itself. A desire to start a tome herd oa the S"ut]-'l' rim ; eto
Canyon led the Park Scrvice %o act upon the 1dea of tr;nspo_rtim_—, tenv_r a;v:e
the ~ppssite rim, Thrmugh 2 occcperative .arf'ar.;cment “‘}thntnfa U;‘z.tg ;rin a1
Service, ten fawns were therefore captured in June, §:-.n;.ftur ; 1'\ T
Raibab Plateau, For 2 time their diet ccnsistel solely °f frei c_:add ; t,'»‘
Later, other f-cd such as bran, cracksd Tye, mi r-lled cats, ..ire a ti}:e 2
their menu. The deer thrived and at last became large encugh to parts 0
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3 hardier diet. After reaching this stzge they were considered strong encugh
tc make the trip tc their new home on the scuth rim. Jus: how the Journey

was to be made was &t first a2 prublem. It was only eleven miles across the
Canyon by air line, yet the nearest road required s Journey of about 250 milee.
The Fred Harvey Company velunteered thoir serviccs and 1izpatched a truck z-
rcund by Lee's Ferry to bring the ten fawns.

A1l of the fawns arrived in gocd ecandition. They were distributed
among employees of the National Park Service, Fred Harvey Company, and Santa

Fe R«R. Hasty enclosures werc built by residents fortunate enough to receive
cne cf these pets. -

Two losses have thus far marred the experiment. Upcn their arrival one
of the larger fawns escaped fr-m his pen and sought refuge in the rcaks and
bnok brush near the Canyon rim. The smallest fawn -f the lot died scc: after
ib. 3 arrival, The only consclation to the losses is that both were bucke The
remaining eight members are z11 in splendid cocadition ani apparently enjoy
their new home quite as well as their cld one. From this small nucleus it

is hoped eventually that a tame herd will develop which will add to the Jjoys
»f the nature-loving visitors.

CANYON HIKING.

In climbing 2 mountain both the experienced and 1nexpori§nced hikers
generally turn back before they have reached the limit of their endurance.
Ordinarily they are able to regzin the brott.m without assistances

In descending int> the depths of 2 vast canycn, however, one arrives
at the bottom little realizing the arduous labcr necessary to retrace his
steps to ths canyon rim, and oftea finds nimself exhausted befcre asccomplish=-
inz his feat. Such is the shatus in which the Grond Canyon hiker cften finds
himself. During the prst season a Gavman, who hal e2imhad the Alps, visited
the park and made the trip to the river and back. On his return ?o Ehe rim
he stated that the hike to the river and return was the most difficult he had
ever attempted,

M#d fact that conyen ¢iimbing is the reverse of mcun??lr nlimb1n§! except
that it is more difficult, is often urheczded by tie amb;tlouf p?%estgl?n.
Several important factors should discourage the inexgerienced biker from i
undertaking a venture that would over—tax his strenzih. The descent is made



while one is fresh but the @ifficult ever-upward return part of the journey
cmes when one is tired. Little does one realize hiow scre and stiff seven-
s eep-jolting-downward miles can make his muscles before his stremucus ‘our-

ney upward. The more rarid the descent, the karder the jolts, and tnoreiore
the greater the stiffness.

Another facter to be considered is altitude, In gcing from a high to
a2 low altitude breathing becomes easier and one is enabled to reach the
bottom with apparent ease. In doubling back c¢n his tracks, hcwever, the
reverse 1s true. Breathing bee.mes mcre difficult, heart action is more pro
nounced, and one :tires more quickly a2s the canyon rim is nezred.

Other important factors closely assceiated with altitude, are heat and
water. The bottom of the Grand Canyon is from twenty tc thirty degrees
warmer than the temperature of the rim. Profuse perspiration follows phys—
ical activity. The mouth is unconscicusly opened as the spent hiker gasps
for air at the higher elevations. The threat and tongue become parched
which results in a never-ending desire for water., An excess amcunt of water
often proves detrimental to the hiker.

Failure to understand his own physical conditicn, over-confidence, and
a lack of knowledge of factors, sc important in canyon hiking, often results
in a person sending in a call for a mule and special guide to assist him in
his predicament. Such service is termed a "drag-cut."” During the summer
there is an average of about rne drag-out per days. Perhzps most of those
who £2i1 to make the round-trip without assistance agree with an elderly
gentleman who had descended nearly a mile in going the seven miles to the
river. Vhile beinz assisted out he remarxed, "I believe it is seven miles

to the river but it is at least seventy-seven miles back."

PET FAWNS INTRODUCE® D0 SNOW AND RAIN

Most forms of wild life probably reazlize that conditions do not remain
irrevocably unchangeable throughout their liwcs. . Seasons change and numer-
ous incidents are undoubtedly registered on their snall brains. Unquestion-
ably these events appear on a much lesser magnitude of seale where several
members of the same species are associated tosether cr vwhere the maternal
parent calmly introduces the youang to the wondrons aspects of seasonal
changes peculiar tc their environrent, But icoicte a single young of some
species and he will at £irst view each change of uewther 2as if it were same
monstrous beast about to destroy him. Particularly has this been observed
among the pet fawns within the Grand Canyon National Parke ;
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The first snow of the season fell on the Kaibab Plateau at daylight on
october 28th. In the absence of Ranger Brown, Assistant Chief Park Ranger
winess has become the adopted protector of "Pal," the fawn deer. Vhen
excited in any manner he seeks safety by gaining close contact with the
Assistant Chief Ranger. Winess was the sole slumberer in the Bright ingel
Ranger Station when srow commernced flalling. . sudden banging at the door
ru °ly awakenéd him. Peering cut of the open window, he saw Pal pantinz frcm
fright at his first snowstorm. Uiness opened the door and the deer bounied
in. Pal rested his head on the bed and chewed his cud complacently while
Winess returned to his interrmpted slumber.

After breakfast Pal was taken for a walk in the snow, iinéss states
that at first Pal walked as though he were stepoing on eggs but he soon en=
joyed the snow when he discovered it was not going to harm him,

Again an interesting reaction to a change of weather was noted in the
case of one cf the fawns brought to the south rim. "Lady" appeared content-
ed in her small enclosure in spite of isolation f rom the remaining nine
members who accompanied her to this side. A heavy downpour of rain visited
this region a few days 2go and Lady made frantic efforts to escape from her
supposed enemy. £ dish of warm oatmeal acccmpanied by a few gentle pats
and kind words seemed to instill in her young brain the idea that 2 storm
is not a dreaded foe.calling for a sudden burst of speed to carry her to a
region of safety.

A CANYON CULPRIT

Vhat use has a trade rat for spectacles? Has he followed the example
set by human beings of straining his eyes to such an extent that he is now
in need of glasses to repair his dimming vision? These are perhaps the
foremost questions in the mind of the architect for the Observation Station
at Yavapai Point since spending a night in the Grand Canyon at the Pipe Creek
cabin, .

He retired to his cot on the porch after having placed his effects
Wi’ in easy reach. Thoughts of his contemplated peaceful repose, however,
were soon disturbed by a bumping noise on the flcor. He raised up on his
elbow in time to see a trade rat trudging across the floor with a potato and
disappear beneath the house. All of the food wzs Xocked in the house and
again the architect retired. A few minutes later he heard a noise by the
side of his cot. This time it was plain that the trade rat did not desire
food for he was hurriedly bearing the architect's spectacles across the floora
A loud yell caused the perpetrator to drop them and asain seek safety under
the cabin,

Two attempts at thievery were enough to couvince the architect Fhat it
is best to retire behind locked doors even in an apparently un-inhabited
8ide canyon, if one cares to enjoy a gocd night's resta



