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~iS bulle tin is issued monthly f or th ~ rurp o~ ~ ',f giving infermati on t o 
th ·Js e ' 1lltcr est ed in the n :ltura l hist ory 2!ld sCi entifio f e ature s of the Grand 
Cany:ln N~ti C'n3.l l"~rk. Additi cna l o opies ')f th ese bull etins may be cbt a ined . 
free sf oharge by th ': se wh0 om make us e of them, b y addressing the Superin
~el.!d~n~, _G!:al.!d_C~:r ·'I.! l:!a ~i-,n'}I_.P?lS, _G~al.!d_C~:l ~n, Arlzon2 . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
".!. _R. _T~l~':' ~s.::n!. ~u:eeriI;tendent. By - G. E. Sturdev:.nt, P3.rk Naturalist. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

TAl,IE DEER HERD STARTED AT GR.!.ND C,uUON 

Who w:uld n et praf er a dear th at e:.ts fr rm y ~ur h and, tra ils 3.fter you 
evincing unb ounded j ~y a t y :ur o cmp~ni ' nship, ~~d fin~lly l 00ks upon y ou as 
his big br othe r pr ~t ect ~r, t c a Pet c a t or d ';g? Since t he r eoent arrival of 
t en pet f "-\,lns _ such i& the, ',pinbn c1' severGl happy ohildren living in Grand 
Cany ~n Nati ~nal Park. 

Ordin~y pets are denied the childr6n living in our Nati cnal Parks. Cats 
:ind dogs h ave been d ~mest ic ",t ed f 'cr unt r, ld gen er a ti vns but there still exists 
in the n crmal individual. a deSire f ·)r the flesh <:I his 0 ';\"11 kill. Knowledge 
of this inn::t e t endenoy neo essit ::-.t ed the rul G barring d~&s and oa ts fr om wild 
life s anotuari es. In a me~sure th e lack cf pets is offset by the inoreasing 
ccnfidenoe plaoed in man by the furr ed ,:nd f <lath er ed oreature s cf 0ur parks. 
A ma j crity of the r esiients pr Gvide drinking and f eclifi5 p1 a085 f or birds, 

uirrels, ana ohipmmks. Espeoially during th <l winter, " hen hunger p ' . · ~ s 
s eize them , is it a e emI'! :n sight t ·) s eu the squirrels and birds r eturn ddly 
f :Jr their "h3.nl-outs," t aking f : cd with diminishin,; f O.?r fr ·::m Jut-stretohed . 
h;mds. ;',i th the 0 cming : f sprilig ,h cwever, natura l f :vd beo·:.mes mJr e plentiful, 
several speci e s OJf birds rnig r f'.te t o the ir nesting plac (' s, 3.n(1. ", 'ren tm 

squirrels sh oy.' l ess .?f an inclinati ~n t ·, b ee :,rce w.:.r c s of l c o ~ l residents. 
Distributi ~n ?f f awns U1 cn t he ir ~rriv'll, o:spc:olall;;' 'll1' cng r " sidents with 
children, has n ow adequ; tely s clved the pr cblerr. ' .• f pets. 

Dear of the K::ib ::b Pla te:l.u s erve as a p7U'k at traoti cn s eo end enly t e the 
Grand Cany ~n itself. A desire t v start a t c.me h erl JL1 the s ruth rim of the. 
Canyon l ed the P~k SE.rvic e t o aet up on the i de 3. cf tr :.nsp orting t en f awn s '0 0 

the ')pp osita rim. ThrAlgh eo c ~ oper'l.tive :l.rrar.g e>nent with the U.S. Forest 
Servioe, ten f~vms were ther ef ore oaptured in June , s ~( n " ft er uirth, on the 
It:lib ~b Pl::te:lu. For:l. time th eir di et o cnsiste i s ol e ly 'If fresh C 0WS' milk. 
kt er, other f ee d such ::'.5 bran, ora oked r ye , 3I'l1 r : l1 "d cats, were :ldded t ~ 
their menu. The deer thrived and a t last boorune loxge encugh t o partake of 



a !:'ardie:o- dIet. After r eaohing this Bt.<.ge they were oonslde1.'ed str ong enough 
t c mal~e t.he tr~p to ~hei r ~ew h o:ne on the s out.h rim. .Tus~ h n. the j 0urney 
Vias t o be m?de was .ll.t first a p:!" ublem. It was or.1J el eve!: m~ les acr oss the 
CmY0I1 by a ir line. yet; tn<J naare ~t r oad r equir ecl " j c;wney d ab out 250 milee , 
The Fred H.~rvcy Cunr>~7 v :: lunt. E'p.l'ed t )1" i:>- ,.e),·vi" (, E and. 'Ii ~p~t ch ec1 a truok :?_ 

r cunJ by Lee's FerrJ t o bring the t en f awns. 

All of the f::.WTls arrived iII gaud o "nditl on. They were distributed 
3.IIIong empl oyees 'Jf the Natbnal Park Service . Fred Harvey Company, and Santa 
Fe R.R. Hasty encl cs~es were built by residents f ortunate enough t o reoeive 
one of , these pets. 

Two l esses h:lve thus f:?r marred the expcri~~ent. Up cn their :lrri val one 
of the brger fawns eso,;,ped fr ·.,m his pen and s ought r efuge in the r: aks and 
b""k brush near the Canyon rim. The small est fmm ::f the l ot died s ao; !l.fter 
h . ,l arriv?l. The cnly c ons :; ).ati ?n t ? th e l )ss es is that b oth were buck" The 
rem:J.ining eight members Pore 1:11 in spleniid c vnditi ~n and. apparently enjoy 
their new h :me qu i t e a:; well as their o1:i one . Fr ~rr this small nuoleus it 
is h ,Jped eventually that a tame herd will develop which will add t o the j oys 
.. ,f the riatur~-l ')" ing visit ors. 

CANYON HIKING. 

I~ climbillb :l mountaIn ;:' o'.h t.he experienced. nnd inexpcI'ienoed hikers 
generally turn baok before th'lY h.::ve reached the limit 'Jf th",i r endurance. 
Ordlnarily they are able t ·) regain the bstt -,m withvu 't assiotanrie. 

In desc6ndJ.ng int, ~ the depths of 2. "'J-st C'J2.1ly cn, h owever. ,me arrives 
!it the bott oJ". Uttle rea liziug the ardu ~t1s l ab c.r nece ssal Y t o l'etrac e his. 
steps t ~ tha canyon rim, and ofte~ finds himself exhausted befor e aCCQmpllSh
ing his feat. Sucll is thE' s~,atns In whi Coh the Gr"nd Ca'lyon hiker ,-£ten finds 
himself .. During the (>t'f. t fie~.~ ::rr. a G:::o-rn ?..n~ ',-ih o h ~ l c:. 1 ~~s G. the Al ps" ~isited 
the park and made the trip to the river and bac;k. On hlS r;turn ~ o the rim 
he stated that the hike to the river and return was the mos. dlff~cult he had 
ever attempted. 

'l'!i1Jll' fact that canyc:: ,~:ambing is the re"er~e (){ ::;CI~-. 'c& .:. r·. "limb in,,! exoept 
that it is more difficult, is often wheClded by t:' e :l.TJlb~ti CU: p~,les tJ:'1an, 
Several important f act urs sn uu1d disc"uraGe t.he illf.'X~pl.".encE"" . hl,lwl' f: Cl11 
undertaking a venture tha t wuulu. ove~:"tax hlS strer..g1,h. The desoent 16 made 
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while one is fresh but the (ifficult ever-upward return part of the journey 
n mes when one is tired. Little does ;jne realize :l OW S8rp 3.nd. ~tiff s pven-
5 ,eep-j olting-downward miles can m:lke his must'les before his strenuous ,"our
ney upward. The more, rarid the descent, the tarcer the j olts, and thorei ore 
the greater the sti~fness. 

Another fact or t o be c onsidereJ is altltuJe, In g cing fr om a high t o 
3, low alti tude brea thiTlb bec 'omes eas,ier and one is enabled t o reach the 
bott ,:m with apparent ease. In doublin,,; b 3.ck en his tr acks, h owever, the 
reverse is true. Brea thing bec ~mes mere difficult, he3rt acti on i8 more pro
nounced, and one , tires more quickly as the canyon rim is neared. 

other imp ortant f oe t ors closely ass cciated with altitude, are hea t and 
water. The b ctt om of the Grand C'l.nyon is fr om twenty t c thirty degrees 
W3rmer than the temperature Qf the rim. Profuse perspirati on f oll ows »hys
ieal activity. The mouth is unconsci ously opened as the spent hiker gasps 
f 0r air a t the higher elevati ons. The threat and t ongue become parched 
whi ch results In Ii never-ending desire for water. An excess amount of water 
often proves detr~rnental to the hiker. 

Failure to understand his own physical c onditi cn, over-o onfidence, and 
a lack of knowledge of faot ors. so imp ortant in can:\'on hiking, often results 
in a pers on sending in a call for a mule and special guide to assist him in 
his predicament. Such service is termed a "drag-out .'f During the sumner 
there is an average of ab out ~,ne drag- out per d9.Y. Perh'l.ps most of th ose 
wh o fail to make the roand-trip wi thout assistance ~ree wi th an elderly 
gentleman who had descended nearly a mile in g oing the seven miles to the 
ri ve!'. While bei "g aSSisted out he r emar;{ed, "I believe i, t is se'len miles 
to the river but it is at least :;eventy-sclYen miles back." 

PET F.\.\'MS I::TRODUC:;~ iDO SNOW AND R;.IN 

Most forms Qf wild life probably re~lize that c cnditi ons do not rem~in 
irrevocably unch3nge.'l.ble through out their I :i!lcs. , SEja s 0ns ch"nge aad numer
ous incidents are undoubtedly reg istered on their w all 'brains. Unquestion
ably these events app ear on a much lesser m~nitude of scale where ~everal 
members of the same spE;cies are :J.ssociated t o" ether or ",here the maternal .. 
parent calmly introduces the j0Ung t o the '!Io~dr:lls P.sPp.ctR of seas onal 
changes peculiar . 0 tbeir envir oncent. But 1n oi~te a s1nb le yo~ng of some 
species and he '1;ill at first view each char.ge of '., e::.ther as ~f It Vlere sorn,e 
monstrous beast ab~ut t o destr oy him. particularly h 3.S this been observed 
among the oet fawns '}Ii thin the Grand Canyon National park. 
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The first snow 'of the season fell on the Xaibab Plateau at daylight on 
october 28th. In the absence of Ranger Brown, Assistant Chief Park Ranger 
Winess ' has bec ome the adopt ed protector of "Pal," th e fawn deer. '1ihen 
dxcited in any manner he seeks safety by gaining close oontact with the 
A"~i .,tant Chi ef Ran:;er. '.Vin.ess was the s ale slumberer in the Bright Angel 
Rnnger Station when SL OW cemmer.ced !6:alling. A sudden bant;ing at the doo.-
r\~ ' ' ly awakened him. Peering out of the open wind ow , he saw Pal panting frcm 
fri,;ht at his first snowstorm. Uiness opened the door and the deer b oun~"d 
in. Pal rested his head on the bed and chewed his cud complacently while 
"iness returned to his interrnpted slumber. 

After breakfast Pal was t aken for a walk in the snow. '.'linClss states 
that at first Ea l walked as though he were step) ing on eggs but he soon en
joyed the snow when he diScovered 1 t was not going to harm hilt. 

AGain an interesting reacti on to a change of weather was noted in the 
case of one of the fawns brought t o the south rim. "Lady" appeared content
ed in her small enclosure in spite of isolation! rom the remaining nine 
members who accompanied h0r t o this side. A he avy downp our of r ain visited 
this reg i on a few days ago and Lady made frantic efforts to escape from her 
supposed enemy. L dish of warm oatmeal acc cmp~~ied by a few gentle pats 
and kind words seemed to instill in her youllb brain the idea that a storm 
is not a dreaded' foe, calling for a sudden burst of speed to carry her to a 
region of safety. 

A CANYON CULPRIT 

','ihat use has a trade rat for spectacles? Has he follovied the exemple 
set by human beings of stTainins his eyes t o such an extent that he is now 
in need of glasses to .-epair his dimming visi on? These are perhaps the 
f oremost questions in the mind of the architect for the Observation Station 
at Yavapai Point since spending a night in the Grand Canyon at the Pipe Creek 
cabin. 

He retired to his cot on the porch after having placed his effects 
wi ',' i.n eas~' reach. Th oughts of his contemplat ed peaceful repose, however', 
were soon disturbed by a bumpin5 noise on the floor. He raised up on his 
elbow in time t o see a trade rat trudging across the floJr with a potat o and 
disappear beneath the house. All of the food w~s !ocked in the house and 
again the architect retired. A few minutes later he heard a noise by the 
side of his cot. This time it was plain that the trade rat d.id not desire 
food for he was hurriedly bearing the architect's Sfectacles across the floor. 
A loud yell caused the perpetrator to drJP them anct 8t:"in seek safety under 
the cabin. 

Two attempts at thievery were enough to COllvince the architect that it 
is best to retire behind locked doors even in an apparently un-inhabited 
side canyon, if one cares to enjoy a good night'S rest. 


