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This bulletin is issued monthly for the yurpose of giving information
to those interested in the maturcl history and scientific festures of the
Grend Canvon "Motional Prrk. Additional copies of these bulletins may be
obtained free of charze by those who cocn mcke use of them, bv addressing
the Superintendent, Grand Ocnyon T~tional Perk, Grand Ocnvon, ‘rizona.
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A RSCONI2 ISSANCE OF THE NORTHEASTERN PaRT OF GR'ND CANYCF IATIONAL PARK.

Since the Grand Canyon was crezted a national park in 1919, the extreme
northeastern portion has remained on unknown quantity to the NMatiomal Park
Service. Although nrospectors visited the region in search of precious metzls
in the early dsys and e2ch vear sees thouscnds of visitors peering over the
eastern rim ot the bezsutiful red stratified roecks before the river enters tae
Grenite Gorge, no one hes penetrated the region, comprising & htlf-score of
side cenyons, to determine and report on the excet ncturec of the terrein,
Vhether therc are strcoms suitable for trout, unusual Indi n ruins, whether
decr drift into the region to winter, or if bexv-r are prescnt in the
permancnt strooms, whether trcces of life mav b found in the old . lgonkicn
rocks, or 2 dozen othcr guestions, could be answ 1'9&.‘53/ a2 patrol into the
region. Covering approximctoly forty-five miles by auto, one hundrcd and
thirty-fivc milcs on foot, five miles by ccnvos boct, and sonsuming sixtoln
deys of time, Chicf Rangor James P. Brooks, Ranger Arthur: L. Brown, &nd tho
park nmaturelist traversed this hithcrto little known portion of the pork.

Je left Grend Caryon by a2uto Thursday morning Novomb.r 15th for Xava-
hopi Junction Ronger Stction. The ro:d took us through a portion of the
beautiful Tuscysn Vationnl Forsst of mcjostic ycllow pincs, and through the
pinons, junipers, and orks. Snow had fcllen the previous doy 2nd as the
sun rose highrr the ro~d beogeme softer. By lecving en extreomely croorod )
77th in the slippery rord we ot 1la2st pulled up in front of tho rangcor stotion.

The following morning the supplics wirc lo-de? on thc rulo pack tr. in
and we startod fo; the he-d of tho old Fy T.nner troil. Fv funner wos probably
the first pioncer into this region. H hod built & trail into thz panyon.
and carricd on mining opcr:tions previous to the carly cightics. Ihc tr.'.}l
is 2bout ono cnd emc-h-lf milcs from the stotion. The chicf rangor and tho
Perk noturclist proceded the pock train with @n &x to chop out whotover
branchos overhung tho trcil while Ranger Brown romzincd bechind to assist
Jack Ly, the Govornmont packer, with the supplies. On thr.: way wc-_‘.s;w a c,:';rcte
Mn across the rond cnd disappesr cmong the junipors and 1:‘:1nons. Thc trlu‘l
18 5241y in necd of repoirs. It wes noccssary to do considorsble chonriag
for tho first two miles to pormit the prck troin o puss. Alter th:‘_.t-‘-‘«m
troes gradually drovnpod out - wo wero bolow tho snow linc und enterin 2



© i (o)

L

varmor 11fo zonoe. - Docr tracks wore mmerous =nd wo wer fortunate in sscling

two lorge bucks in n draw. Thev anpenred undisturbod b- our intrusion for
after ralsing their hoeds to grzo ot us thav resumed feoding.

Arriving 2t th2 foot of T"mmnor Brail shortly nftcr noon we st blished
2 bnst camp nnd lunched, The prcker honded his rml-~s up the tr-il ~nd the
chicf rang~r, R°ngcr Brovm, cnd the pork n'tur-list journav:d do-m tho river
to sce the 1oy of th» lond. The chi.f thing of inter st w's th> discovery
of two Indin ruins 'nd - m~t- te stonz.

although it w s cold snough to form iec in our ¢ ntcins we alept vory
comfortably on th: sind vith 2rrow woced for o mottr:ss ond a2 blankct and o
qilt cach. Yothing disturbcd our slumbers but we found numsrous small
trocks cround our berds ond discovorcd that some nocturpgl visitont hed
caten on the boilcd ham and ro:ist boofi 5 3

With light packs and provisions for 2 dzv w: followed 41 0ld treil dowm
the river. Seovertl ducks occurring in groups up to four wwer.. obscrvcd on the
Colortdo. vild burro ond deer trocks wore mumercus and in ©11 we counted
thirteen wild burros - »rob:bly the onlv living rolics of prospoctors dzys.
Gress was sesree near the river ond the burros hod mmde numsrous troils
cont¢ining innumercble zig-zags up the can—ron side to rr.ch whot vegetition
existed at the higher leovels,

That night we ¢ mpod necr the mouth of C-rdcnas Crcek but like meny
of the so-c1lled strrams of the southwest - it his o nime but no woter
oxcept 2fter 2 storm. Ilosquite 'nd cots clow that grow necr tho river bonks
proved to bc supcrior weood for our cvening campfirz, yet wo gonorally cvhiled
ourselvss of the lorge piles of drift ledge  =mong th: rocks vhon tho 1ast
" igh water rocided. Among othcr vorious cnd sundry woods could be fo. 4 @
_ railrocd tics, tclephene poles, ports of a fenco with the wire still atoached,
on cnd gote to & wagnn box, fence gotes, and beaver-gnoved cottonwood and
birchc

Lfter cn corly brockfast we returned to the bisc comp. Witk Ronger
Brovn carrving a rifle to dispose of Zny prod-tory ~nim-1s cncountorad, the
afternoon wes spont in travelling a couple of milos up the river's course.
Rengor Brovm, who wts slightlv in the letd w3 S on to rzaisc his gun and
aim at somo singulsr objecct. To our surpriss “nd »rob bly to the surprisc
of the anim~1, we sov him fira two shots -t 2 lorgn pl-teoeou wild ent. The
c2t's hurricd strides e~rri~d him over £ ridge ond up @ side conyon out
of d~nger,

On the following day we weng up the river to the region abov: Cirbon
Cenyon., Hore the C-nyon w-lls norrowed in so clossc to the river tact it wes
impossible to progress farther. Oppositc the mouth cf Chusr Crocck orc 2 ..
mmbor of old mining cl-ims. Stonding fromes of tont houses cnd on old boat
shoved that cetiva mining oporations wers once cerrricd cn. The sides of
ome mino tunnel that we entcred were hoovily incrustoted with earbonste of
copper and salt. Konr the river wc saw whero a deor hod recently crossed
% the old Toamncr crossing. Tho send wes still wet along tho trocks lczd-
g up from tho river's odge where the deor had-drippod after his icy
Plunge, 4 bodgor and 2 green-winged tonl were noticcd lying on the sand
Vhere they had lodged after being curricd on uniknovm distones by the rivor,.
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Upon the roturn 9 e~mp, Chief Ronger Brooks =rds some oxd~llont noodlc
anup. ‘Whon asked his rocins, e roplied, "™rell you st rt with muddy river
ator." This st7rt =3 rocessary In most of the caoking, If 2llowsd 9
gottle for twelva hours th- ter bocomes quite ele'r. If one is thirs .y
the sediment 15 mot 74 ot =ll, 2nd it ~dds to tho t~ste to know thot he is
perteking of tho solls of Yyoming, Colorsdn, Tow Maxico, Utnh, snd Arizona.

While sitting 2round the compfirc
pushas ncorby. At first we thought it
not kcpt long iIn susvonse fom cut walke
imovn o tho hydrophori~ skunk, Ho sto
visions werc kcpt. ¢ yeclled at him o
kestencd in his deptrturc by 2 stonc tossed by tic chief ronger. .t last
the mystcry of the numercus trocks =nd the disappenrance of hoalthy portions
of our boiled hcm and ror st beef wes solved. The little spotted ckunk
gpparontly hos 2 decidedly short ‘memory concorning the fact tlhst cur pro-
visions werc not for him for scon after retiring wo henrd the dishos
rettling under tiic e"nv:s and in spitc of our yells ke rofussd o budge.
it w»s neeessary to remove thiz ennvrs from . cur food suppliss befores ho
£inclly took thi Liint to lotvo. 45 he stortcd dxvm tho rovinc Brovm
fired his rifle <nd it ovidcontly mdo suek o £ vorsble immression on him thnt
he f2ilzd to return azin thht night.

¢ noticcd somsthing moving in the
was o ring-tniled et tut wo were

»d 2 1little spotted skunk - somotimes
'rted under the ¢ nves vhore our pro-
nd 10 storted dovm o rovine, somewhint
3

t

During thc cnsuing 4ty o trips wors mnde rith supplies up the river
to the old Tanmcr Crossing opposite th: mouth »f Chucr Cruck. Our Choves
boat wos ossomble? propnroteory to £ trip inte the Chucr Creck ragion the
folloving dcoy.

With & Lorvy grovth of mesquite to our breks to bratk thw wind s s
blezing fire »f drift whad to the front ond with o good mottr-ss of ~rrow
wead, it appenrrd thot e pould be most comforttble for tie night. .hout
midnight the pork mitur liamt was awckene’ by scmething pulling <t lis
.nir. ¥e roised up to sne o little spotted skunit scormering cway. L
could not be dctermined wricther the skunk wos aftsr nesting mitoritl m
f20d. Later in t»» night tie chief r-ng r vos ownkoned by the 1littlc cost
wlking ovor his bedding.

Aftor bro~kf st our convhs bort ~nd sunplies for six doys —ore enrrid
t9 the river's cdge in anticip-tion ~f ~ur first bont exporicneo on tho
temperament~1 Colsr-dn. Although cach mon was provided with o 1ife prassre-
°r 10 one cnrsd to try thom out in the iey vatsr, The cticf rangrr ond the
P°rk naturalist testad tho boat first. Jithout any brggige the bodt WS row-
ed ovor nnd back wit-out mishop. It wos oven possiblc to moke slight prograss
2gninst th~ curront in midstreom, Aftor th.t thie supplics, ond finclly
Ranger Brown wore carried across tho river.

The bont and unnceess'.ry supplics were coched and e stortad up'thc
Chucr Croek., Although Chuor Creck appe.rs on tho contour mep &3 =i inter-
mittont straam, ve found it conttined water tharoughout its coursc. Noor
the mouth of the ctrocm we found the tracks of o large mountcin lion.
Possibly the prascnc: ~f the mounttin licn was the rotson the deer hMd crass-
ed tho river tw- a- vs previ-usly. The wtor ~f Crunr Creck is clar tnd.
898~t26ting and Anc -~uld no~d & much longer time tn got his "pock of 4ir
than by drinking t7ie riv-r wotor.
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presently we océme to a small branch stream of the Chuar, Following up the
pranch & short disténce we cume to its source seeping from a ledge densaly
covered with maiden hair ferns. 4is we mounted a ridse to survey the surround-
ing country we glanced back and saw the remsins of an old octmpe. After moting
the main course of the stream by the growth of cottonwood we returned to
pxamine the old camp - abandoned as we thought by somc prospector.

An old ditch led out from the source of the water and finally 2 trough
carried the water in duys gome by to the camp., As the trough was V-shaped
cnd lacked riffles it scemed a poor sluice box to cctch gold, Among the
articles around the comp were severzl bottles of 2n old type, a Dutch even,
thirteen kegs, two fifty gallon barrels, a large mosh bom, a wooden paddle,
and 2 stone fire nlece. The rock was un-mineralize? and it looked more like
a distillervy than a plzcer clcim, Ranger Srovn vho had gone on & short dist-
ance yelled back thit he had solved the mvstorv. /mon wo arrived he vointed
to a cottonwood trec. There vo sa&w an old cof“sc grind.r spikad to & stump
of 2 cottonwood troc. The stump had since sproutcd zround thc basc and the
branches, onc of vhich wes fullr sovon inches in diem tcr, hed grovm completo-*
+ly around the grindor. It wés . compleotc distillory which wes probanly uscd
by some prospector to combinc business with his poor-paying mining oporations.

Wo werc undisturbed during the night by nocturnel prowlers and th- follow-
ing morning we took tho major vortion of our supnlics and stzrtcd up the main
flow of Chmar Crecck. About two miles up strcam weo left our packs near & dry
vash and contimued un Ciluar Crock. 014 becaver gnawings weore nuncrous but
no frash bcavor signs were scen. Occasionelly a witer ouz2l would fly up
and minnows would durt to cover as we ncercd some pool. Ranger Brown picked
up & bleachcd head of a d~cr containing a frack sct of horns. Two points
and four long eyec Fuards 7 r- present one cech sid -,

Broken picers of pottcry nexr the brnks of the streem indiested the
prescnee of 2 former racc. Socrch in tha viecinity ravezled the existone-
of thirteen ruins and onc wcll-prescrved food cachce The largest ruin @ s
about twonty feet by thirty foct and containcd two inner compartments. Tear
the head of the stroam and about a mile above occurrad the best ruins found.
Brs vas an I-dian fort and five dwellings undcr a cliff. T.c Indian fort,
mde of stonc with rmd mortar, wes in an oxc.llunt stut. of proscrvetion.
Or vre side thers wes a stone door twontv by tw.nty-four inchcs with an
tpening over the top. Oz the sidc faeing the stresen wors sceven oncnings thrac
by four inches., I a-ncar:d that the fort cvidantly co +2nded &€ onc-time
Indian trail from the K- ibcb down Cuar Creek.

In the afternoon we returned to our vack an’ suonlies. During the
evening we heard a ring-toiled cct giving his bird-like call. If one were
ot familiar with this internsting animal he might readily think the call
vas made by a bird.

At breakfost the following morning we saw & larfe buck with 2 magnifi-
oént set of antlers staring at us as he remained practicolly motionless
$ilhouetted ageinst the sky line. We retzined this position for several
Dimtes ang finany disappeared over the ridge. After breskfast we studied
‘he contour rep and picked out what appeared to be ¢« feasible route to the
Kagunt, the next large canyon to the-north,

We broke carp and followed up & dry stream bed to its head. Six deer
Vere sepn along the way. They were “{n excellent condition and seemed curious

8bout our intrusion mpon their domain.
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The descent into the Fracunt tes diffdeult but with a long ronc e
enebled ourcelves to et over the bud ‘ledces. In 2 dry tributcry e found
a srall scep in the rocks, Fresh deor tracks and severcl woll-worn trails
indicated that they came to the place rosulcrly for wat-r. A single deor
wes seon in the vieinity. 1In the rain stream bed v re seversl holes in the
sand where dcer had been digging for wator.  About four miles above the
routh of XKvagunt Creulz we found a permencnt flo.. wherc we esteblished earp.
A murbsr of cottomvood trc 3 had been felled by boaver end unknown to thorm-
selves they provided us with a bountiful wood supply. In tic short time
that rcrained bofore darkncss o locked 2long the str.am and discoversd so ~:
beavcr dams. The upper-rost dan showed beautiful workrenship with a nixtur f
of cottonwood and willow branches, lecves, stones and rud. Thcir food supply
of cottonwood brancics had buon cut into two foot lensths and subrierzed in
the vater., A slide and a houso were also prescnt.

During the cvenint we anproached the dor and listencd while they worrcé.
Although it was too dark to scc thair moverments it -7as most intorosting to
hear thesoe animals toiling - these eonstructive cngincers whose forefethers
causcd James O. Pattie and his father to visit the Grond Conyon in 1826 as
the forc runners of beaver trappers. As thoy pounded away ot the d ms during
tho stillness of theo night they sournded live o smzll army at work.

The following rorning we crossci the.ridge sepercting the Kwagunt from
Nankoweap Creck. Once over the ridge we looked dovn on the the Nankoveap
Canyon vhich is the last large valley to thc north. From our distent viow
we could reke out =2 line of cottonwoods clong the borders of Nankowelp
Creck. It wos irpossible to reach the strear arnd return before night so we
decided to turn back. It started to rein upon our 2rrivel at Kwagunt Creck
nearly a mile bolow carp so Ranger Brown returned to look =2fter our supplics
while the chief ranger and the park naturalist followed dovm the Kwagunt to
its mouth. The chicf things of intercst down to the river were the discovery
of & rrmified buck deer with tcn points on e2c¢h antlcr, numerous deer tracks,
several besvor tracks, and 2 view of the Kwagunt Ropids.

When we reached corp R ongor Brown announced the discovery of = "lost
city" contcining at least twontv-five ruins. He discovered sovercl picto-
griphs under © ledze ~nd collceted a flint skinning ¥nifc, several arrow
hecads and picces of pmtt-ry. Along ctch pormoncnt strcem within the pork
ene will inveori-bly €Ind traces of 2 bygone rncc.

The next day we brokc etrp 2nd rcturncd to Chuar Creck rmaking the
greatest singlc hike of the trip. Instend of following our old troil biek
Wwe stoycd nenrer the Color~do River moking it nceossary to cross Holgess,
Avatubi, Sixty milc, ond Carbon Convons befere r¢oching our first carp in
Char Crock. /o ostimated thot we had covercd sixteen miles during tae dny.

The following morning we started bick te our brso oarp at the foot of
Tennor trail., Toor tao mouth of Chunr Jreck wo discovered o erinplad rmd
hen whéch wms ons ily captured when it st~rte? run into thz mesguitc bushes.
It was roleocscd ~fter vosin~ for 2 pletur: with tha frock set of doo. nntlors.

Our bsnt ~nd surplus supplics war> undisturbe? and we hod no difficulty
in rexing t-o crossings of the river. R thar thon mike to trips prelkiag the
boat ang supplics dowm to the bose camp it scermed 2 better proposition to
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lord tho supplios in tho boat and Arift dem with the ourrent. It wes deeid-
~1 thet Rangsr Brotm vl dovm “nd corry tho canmerns whilc the chiof r-ngor
£ tho pork noturalist ronmed tho boat loaded with our supplics. By wi-

loading the boat and pertoging it and the suppliocs around tho drngerous ropids
wo roached the bosc comp in sofety.

The Unk~r rogion te the scuth and on th: ovpositc side of the river
remained to be cxplorod. It was decidcd to mke » throo-day trip into tho
rcgicn. The supolies wor: loado into the boot next morning ond we drifted
dovn strear a short distancc where we erosscl and entered the Unkar rcgisn.
Fresh deer trocks were nurierous in spitc of & lock of good browses Ome lotie
white burrc wes cneountercd. This animcl hes ne doubt lived 2 lonesome life
in the arca for @ nu~ber of years sincc it wos turncd 1loose by some prespector,
Like the other side conyons, prospectsrs hod visitcd this one in the early
doys as was cvidenced by the disccvery of thoir corp sites, and nurlercus
monurents pile2 up where they ghd 1oe-tdd their claims, Wherever there is
a frult in the strote or an ~uterop »f igneous roclz onc will inevitebly find
the monuments piled up where their claims werc staked out,

After snending twe nights and major portinon of threc dys in the rogion
without making 2ny unusu2l finds we storted baek t- ~ur basc eormp. Upon
‘errival at the lattor plocc the boat was dried ond our supplics prcked in
kyack boxcs to bc tnken out by the peek train ot o later datc,

We wore up beforc doylight the following morning ond wcll on tho way
up the long Temmor tr2il bofor: the shageows of the rising sun ocme over the
Cenyon rim., T2 once vho hos remained twe weoks in the Grand Conyon, cut off
from contact with the sutsile world, and with stone walls tewering omall
sides noorly o milc above him, the homeward trip is the most pleasurecble
part of the journcy. Ho viows with triumph occh formation he letves beneath
him, he enjoys the snow that greets him as ho approaches tho Conyon rim,
o1 in faet he onjovs the ontire horiewar? trip such s wo mide to the ranger
s.2tion and on int~ the villeose areco.

Although the trip was not centirely fruitful, ncverthcloess, the nerth-
castorn portion ~f the Crend Conyon is no longor a mystery - 1t is & knowvm
part of the pork.



