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Keet Seel, Betatakin and Ins
tion House are magic names in the
:[world of archaeology.

.| They are comparatively modern
names applied to ancient things and
places.

Keet Seel, Betatakin and Inscrip-
.|tion House are three of the mosf
!famed prehistoric dwellings in the
whole of the Southwest.

They are grouped together in

south of the Utah border i Ari-
~|Zona’'s great Navajo Indian. reser-
vation. > -

In these time-buried remains. of
ancient apartment houses archae-
olegist and layman alike can see
levidences of a great civilization

“Just Went Away”
Even the archaeologists, who lonk
- |{upon Keet Seel, Betatakin and In-
scription House as treasure trovey
of information about folk of ¢

long-gone day, cannot answer the
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These - peanie-4g¥ - we AWaEYH
They left no written record. Mod-
arn conjecture about them is built|
on the mnow-crumbling physical|
things that they left behind.

The tree-ring calendar method of
analyzing timbers, developed by
Dr. A. E. Douglass of the University
ci Arizona, applied to ancient re-
maining wood has established that|
{ent Seel was Jecupied from 11'16i
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Inscription
from a much md
stance. Carved i its wal
is a now almost illegible inscrip-
which includes “Ano Don}

* Identified As Spanish
Archaeologists have identified
this inscription as having been
placed by one.of the Spanish ex-
plorers whoeroamed the Southwest

was found, to have gone north of

Grand Canyon.
The largest of th
5K

hd for the fact that it is built

» largest cave so far known A

re been utilized for this pur-

The cave arch is 435 feek

floor to top, and it is 370 feet

flong. . ~Andg the Betatakin apart-
the cliff edge to the back wall.

In the complex arrangement of

equivalent of a modern hotel, but
what room-service arrangements,
if any, there were modern folk do
not know. i
Betatakin further is moted for
the fact that it does not have within

chamber, which every other com-

Navajo National Monumeni, justi:

itkat for some as yet unkpown rea-r
- |Son ceased to be. ; ?

\uins Found
|In Navajo Reservation|
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& this pecu ity, 2. Rayenil
Cummings, director emeritus of the
Arizona State Museum at Tucson
e1d, the world’s leading authorityy
oy archaeology of the Southwest, |
his'advanced a possible answer. In|
eicAavating the ruins, Dr. Cum-
nings found the remains of deli- |
culesreed flutes.

The present-day Hopi, who dwell
in pueblos atop mesas in Northern|
Alizona, have a Flute Clan.
ials of the Hopi today involve
thy use of the kiva, but 700 years
aghthe Flrte ~rEy-net have
Usan “#ne%kiva, afd the Ppuiiders of
Bétatakin .may have been Flute
Cian forefathers of modern Hopi.

Muyal Revealed

A"g‘sir% frami flutes, Dr. Cummings

“"nd in Betatakin outstanding

ick-and-white pottery, and he
aiso found a mural on the east
wall, an apparent image of the
“slayer god”.

Keet Seel crowds a larger man-
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_Palace

in the 16th and 17th centuries, butiy
| ; 2
who were not supposed, until this|,

e three struc-|:
et Seol biit Petatakin|

ment ‘house measures 135 feet fdm

Bitatakin there are 130 rooms, the i

it anvwhere a kiva or ceremonial|

parable Southwest ruin of prehis-|e

made structure into a smaller na-
ture-mrde cave. Except for Clff
in Mesa Verde National
ettt is the largest prehistoric
cliff dwelling known

Betajgkin and Inscription House
‘ere discovered more than 30 years
/80 by D i

),

. 4. Cummings. Keet Seel is
irst knojwvn to have been seen in
894 py Richard Wetherill, an In-

dan traddr.
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toric folk does have.
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